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Jemar Edwards, Rebecca Adams, Mohammad Ulnais,
Bryanna Webb and Sedrick Osei-Tutu at West Potomac
High’s prom, June 8, at Sheraton National Hotel.

Jacob Smith and Rachel
Buell of WPHS.

Angela Lango and
Kathleen Toulism
of WPHS

Gavin Conway and
Bakheawar Pirzada
of WPHS

William Lacey and
Halen Cisneros of
MVHS

Sonia Mednick and
Yarelis Nivera of
MVHS
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8 Year Old’s 9-1-1 Call
Saves Mother’s Life
Second grader
Katie Lee
commended by
county.

County Leaders Pledge
Support for Recreation
Improved recreation opportunities
sought for Route 1 youth.

By Ed Simmons, Jr.

The Gazette

I
n the packed multipurpose
room of Bethlehem Baptist
Church Monday night, June
11, as 400 parents, students

and coaches waited and listened,
Supervisors Gerry Hyland and Jeff
McKay committed themselves to
improving after-school recreation
facilities and transportation to
keep the community’s young
people productively occupied, nur-
tured and out of trouble.

“This is the most people I’ve seen
come out to advocate for athletic
recreation facilities in my 30-plus
years in being involved in the
county,” said McKay, Lee District
Supervisor, as he welcomed the
challenge along with Hyland,
Mount Vernon District Supervisor.

Organized by V.O.I.C.E. (Virgin-
ians Organized for Interfaith Com-

munity Engagement), the meeting
was the result of months of com-
munity organizing and prelimi-
nary meetings. Follow-up meet-
ings are planned.

Also committing themselves to
action were School Board member
Dan Storck and Park Authority
board members Lynwood Gorham
and Edward Batten.

Their commitments were pre-
ceded by testimony from parents,
teachers, coaches and students
that characterized after-school rec-
reation opportunities for young
people along the Route 1 corridor
as deplorable to sadly lacking, par-
ticularly in comparison to
wealthier sections of Fairfax
County. Most neglected are the
lower-income Route 1 communi-
ties of Audubon and Murraygate
where children must play in the
street and have no transportation

See Saving Mom,  Page 9

Katie with her mom Laurie
Lee.

By Erik Heaney

The Gazette

S
tratford Landing Elementary
School staff and students
gathered for an assembly

June 6 to honor 8-year-old Katie
Lee whose quick response saved
her mother’s life.

Katie received the 9-1-1 Citizen
Lifesaver Award in front of 220 of

See Recreation,  Page 9

Night
Of
Proms

Breyana McLain and
Michael Sey of MVHS

Rachael Willett, Madeline Ryan, Sarah Taribio and
Stephanie Restifo at the Mount Vernon High School
prom on June 8 at Springfield Waterford.

WPHS students and
friends greet outside

the ballroom at the
Friday night proms.

Home Life Style
See Page 16
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Kevin Fricka of Fort Hunt with son, Jack,
and daughter, Emily, in California.

Me & My Dad
A gallery of photos submitted for Father’s Day.

Brian and Blake Berry in San Diego, Calif.
at the famous Hob Nob Hill Restaurant.

Connor Winkelfoos (age 4), Nathan Winkelfoos (father)
and Bennett Winkelfoos (age 2) at Fort Hunt Little League
Opening Day festivities on April 14, 2012. The boys were
excited for their first official baseball opening day.

Charlie
Zdebski and
his son little
Charlie enjoy
their favorite
rock star t-
shirts of Bruce
Springsteen
together. They
both love
music and
enjoy Charlie’s
band Black
Moon Tonic.

Daddy, John Knapp, with sons Benjamin (4) and Tyler (18
months) at Rehoboth Beach, Del., last summer, Septem-
ber 2011.

From left: Mitchell, Andrew, Zorine, Craig, Taylor and
Matthew Shirley.

John Rives and Elizabeth
Rives (12 years old) from
Alexandria dance at the
Spring Cotillion held at
Mount Vernon Country Club
on March 24, 2012.

Todd Foley of Alexandria enjoys an evening with his sons
Chase, 10, and Carson, 8.

George Goodno and his
daughters Ellie, 4 1/2, and
Annabelle, 2 1/2, right
before they left for a cross-
country road trip with their
mom to visit their grand-
parents in Oklahoma.
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News

M
ount Vernon High won a
Cappie trophy at Sunday
night’s 13th annual Cappie
Awards Gala at The

Kennedy Center in Washington, D.C.
Freshmen Rita Fair and Jordyn Stewart
received the honor for Props in their
school’s production of “Blithe Spirit.”

“It’s my first time doing this, and I
couldn’t have done it without my director,
Trina Weiss-Null,” said Fair. Both students
were happy with the victory, even though
they said their job was both tiring and
trying, at times.

“People yelled at you for their props,”
said Stewart. “And about 20 martini
glasses broke behind the stage during the
Cappies performance, so we had to find
more for the next two shows. But still, it
was fun.”

Westfield High won the most Cappies in
the June 10 ceremony, garnering 10,
including Best Musical, for “Crazy for
You.” The Best Play winner, McLean High,
took home five awards, including Lead
Actor and Lead Actress in a Play for its
production of “A View from the Bridge.”

— Bonnie Hobbs

MVHS Wins Cappie Award

Props, Rita Fair and Jordyn
Stewart, Mount Vernon High
School, “Blithe Spirit.”
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For more information:
www.RexReiley.com

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

703-768-7730
rex.reiley@rmxtalk.com

Rex Reiley
RE/MAX Allegiance

Alex./Yacht Haven Estates
$699,000

4520 Dolphin Lane
Stunning 4BR/3.5BA Rambler w/2-car garage
in Premier Riverfront Community of Yacht
Haven near Mt. Vernon Yacht Club (Marina,
Pool & Club House). Beautiful family rm addi-
tion off the kitchen. Sun rm w/cathedral ceil-
ing opens to a fabulous bkyd w/extensive
decking & beautifully landscaped garden –
perfect for entertaining. Enormous master

bath will pamper w/soaking tub, separate shower, & double sinks. Lower lvl has game room, rec-
reation room, bar, & full bath. Great Location – Meticulously landscaped corner lot. Must See!!!

Alex./Riverside Estates $534,900
8319 Cherry Valley Lane

Lovely 4BR, 3.5BA Colonial w/3 finished levels
in historic Mt. Vernon Community of Riverside
Estates. Most popular Colonial w/large bed-
rooms, beautiful hdwd floors on main & upper
levels. Family room w/1 of 2 wood-burning fire-
places off the kitchen. Finished Rec room on
lower lvl, 3rd full bath & 2nd fpl. Kitchen appli-
ances all replaced in 2012. Since 2002: furnace,
A/C, roof, & replacement windows. Spectacular

lot w/beautiful landscaping, lg deck w/outstanding gazebo. Perfect for entertaining. 5 mins to Fort
Belvoir, 15 to Old Town, Alex, 25 to Ntl Airport, 30/35 mins to Pentagon/D.C. This is a keeper.

Alex./Mt. Vernon Woods
$319,000

7901 Martha Washington Street
Lovely 3BR/2BA Rambler with
Family Room addition and a
large screened (20x19) porch.
Beautiful corner lot with fish
pond off the porch. Large
shed/workshop out back.

Hardwood Floors add to the charm. Minutes to Fort Belvoir, 15 to
Old Town, 25 to National Airport and 30/35 mins to Pentagon/D.C.

Alex./Riverside Estates
$434,900

3017 Battersea Lane
Lovely 4 BR, 2.5 BA Split in popular
Riverside Estates. Freshly painted inte-
rior, stunning refinished hdwd floors
throughout main lvl. New wall-to-wall
carpeting in lower lvl. Energy-efficient
replacement windows throughout. Lg
2-tiered & freshly stained deck w/gas

line for BBQ. Lg one-car garage. Walk to elementary & high schools. 5 mins to
Fort Belvoir, 15 mins to Old Town, 30/35 to Pentagon and D.C. Great Value!

Alex./Mt. Vernon  $539,900
8401 Morey Lane

Lovely 4BR/3BA Split in prestig-
ious Collingwood on the
Potomac. Beautifully staged
home sits on a large profession-
ally landscaped corner lot. Just a
stone’s throw from the G.W.
Parkway and Potomac River. 7
minutes to Old Town, 17 mins

to National Airport, 30 mins to Pentagon/D.C. and last but not
least…Waynewood Elementary.

Alex./Mt. Vernon  $2800/mo
8318 Orange Court

Beautiful 4BR/3.5BA Colonial w/3
finished levels in Historic Mt.
Vernon. Newer kitchen & baths,
gleaming hardwood floors,
screened porch, deck, carport &
large corner lot. Separate laundry
& storage rooms. Scenic commute
along the G.W. Parkway. Minutes

to Fort Belvoir, 15 mins to Old Town, 25 to Ntl Airport and 30/30 mins to
D.C. Walk to elementary & high school.

R
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L

Alex./Wessynton Mid $600’s
8802 Four Seasons

Large, stunning, contemporary Colonial
in popular Mt. Vernon Community of
Wessynton. This lovely home is highly
updated: kit remodeled in ’07, HVAC &
hot water heater replaced ’07, energy-
efficient replacement windows, freshly
painted interior – family room w/vaulted
ceiling off kitchen – large beautiful pic-

ture windows throughout, overlook a large, private, landscaped lot on a quiet cul-de-
sac. In-law bedroom & bath on main level – 5 minutes to Ft. Belvoir – This is a Keeper!!
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News

Groundbreaking at River Farm
Susie Usrey, immediate past chair of American Horticulture Society Board of Direc-
tors; Bryan Dold, vice president of construction, Akridge; Harry Rissetto, chair of AHS
Board of Directors; Ted Johnson, senior vice president, John Marshall Bank; Ed
Ignacio, senior project manager, VIKA; Kurt Ferst, senior operations manager, Magno-
lia Plumbing and Tom Underwood, AHS executive director break ground for the water
and sewer infrastructure project at River Farm on Friday afternoon, June 8. For more
information on the American Horticulture Society and River Farm visit www.ahs.org.
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History

Northern Virginia’s Role in the War of 1812
War of 1812 Map Index

1. Chain Bridge
2. Rokeby Farm
Route 123 at Kirby Road
3. Salona
Route 123 at Buchanan Street
4. Wren’s Tavern
Route 7 at Cherry St
5. Minor’s Hill
36th N and Toronto streets
6. Wiley’s Tavern
Route 7 at Ridge Road
7. Alexandria
8. Battle of the White House
Fort Belvoir
Notes: Only Alexandria County of the Dis-

trict of Columbia and Fairfax County of
Virginia existed during the War of 1812.
There was no Arlington, no Falls Church and
no independent City of Alexandria.

200-year perspective.
By Michael McMorrow

The Gazette

T
o most Americans, the War of
1812 is the “forgotten war.” Its
mention conjures images from
a short list: The burning Capi-

tol; Francis Scott Key writing poetry dur-
ing the bombardment of Fort McHenry, Bal-
timore; or Dolley Madison fleeing the White
House with George Washington’s painting
under her arm.

For Northern Virginia, such forgetfulness
is a blessing. Locally, the war’s characteris-
tics were confusion, cowardice and cour-
age, not in equal measure.

Great Britain had been fighting Napoleon
for more than a decade. Its commerce was
in tatters and it suffered manpower short-
ages for the army and, especially, the Royal
Navy. Young United States was neutral, in
name. British interference with trade, in-
cluding impressments of American sailors
from American ships, finally reached a tip-
ping point and, on June 18, 1812, the
United States declared war. “Sailors’ Rights
and Free Trade” was the initial rallying cry.

For two years, it was a conflict of small,
sporadic engagements. The United States
held its own on land and at sea. Battles took
place along the Canadian border and on the
Great Lakes. The Americans burned York
(now Toronto). In retaliation, the British in-
vaded and burned Buffalo. Sea engagements
produced enduring expressions like the un-
realized “Don’t give up the ship” (Capt. James
Lawrence, USS Chesapeake, June 1813) and
the jubilant “We have met the enemy and they
are ours” (Cmdr. Oliver Hazard Perry, USS

Niagara, September 1913).
When Napoleon abdicated and went into

exile April 1814, the situation changed.
Battle-hardened resources of the British
Army and the Royal Navy now could be
brought to bear on the United States. In short
order, they were.

The seat of government was established
in the District of Columbia a
mere dozen years earlier. The
100 square miles was mostly ru-
ral. North of the Potomac was
called Washington County and
across the river was Alexandria
County. There were three mu-
nicipalities: Georgetown, Alex-
andria and Washington. Fairfax
County in Virginia formed the
District’s entire southern flank.

Adm. Alexander Cochrane
commanded all British forces in
North America. On August 16,
1814, his fleet anchored off
Point Lookout, Md. Within
days, and with American au-
thorities frightened and con-
fused, his main force moved up
the Patuxent, overcame the
Bladensburg defense line and
burned Washington. A smaller
British flotilla commanded by
Capt. James Gordon sailed up
the Potomac. Arriving abreast
of Fort Washington (then called
Fort Warburton), the Americans
fled and destroyed their own
fort.

Confusion also pervaded civil
authorities. As President James
Madison left to inspect opera-

tions at Bladensburg, he instructed wife
Dolley to gather government records and
seek safety in Fairfax County if events turned
for the worse. Their plan was to meet at
Wiley’s Tavern on the Alexandria-Leesburg
Pike (today’s Route 7) near Difficult Run. She
crossed the river at Chain Bridge and he later
used the Georgetown ferry to Mason’s Island
(now Roosevelt Island).

For two days, the couple played hide-and-
seek, just missing each other at Rokeby’s
Estate, where she spent the first night, and
Salona House, today recognized as
McLean’s most historic landmark. He twice
visited Wren’s Tavern (also on Route 7)
seeking information. Eventually and briefly,
they met at Wiley’s Tavern. Overnight, the
President went off to find his army in Mont-
gomery County, Md. and wife Dolley settled
in at Minor’s Hill,
off Little Falls Road
on the Arlington-
Fairfax border. Ad-
vised that British
forces had left
Washington, the
Madisons sepa-
rately returned to
Washington on Sun-
day, Aug. 28.

The President had not comported himself
very well, especially given that it was his war
and the war was two years old. Plans for of-
fense and defense were lacking. Leadership
was inept. Preparations of men and supplies
proved grossly deficient. The spectacle of
frantic hunting for his wife across Northern
Virginia diminished him all the more.

With smoke still rising from Washington,
the Potomac flotilla was a couple miles

south of Alexandria on Aug. 28. Mayor
Charles Simms approached Capt. Gordon
in an effort to save his city. The terms of
surrender included: All ships in harbor were
seized; all stores in warehouses were for-
feited, but private residences would remain
untouched; and, if any resistance appeared,
the city would be shelled and destroyed.
Alexandria’s Common Council capitulated
by formal resolution. The practical Scot
merchants who had founded the town
would have understood.

Meanwhile, Virginia militia forces lead by
Gen. John Hungerford were fast approach-
ing. They were intercepted by city officials
who begged that their surrender terms be
respected. This led one writer to describe
Alexandria as “the city that did not wish to
be saved.” Hungerford observed British pil-
lagers for three days from his camp on
Shuters Hill. All the while he was prepar-
ing to ambush the British ships once they
sailed away.

Alexandria’s groveling brought round
condemnation. Dolley Madison said it
would have been better to let the city burn
rather than accept the humiliating terms of
the British. A military aide to the president
expressed the same view. The final straw
for many was the fact that Alexandria’s of-
ficials refused to raise the American flag
even when the departing British ships were
20 miles downstream; their minds were

changed only under
threat by an Ameri-
can naval officer that
he would shell the
city.

Gen. Hungerford
entrenched artillery
with naval gunners
and 1,400 infantry
on the Potomac bluff
at what is now Fort

Belvoir. A white house on the shore gave
name to the battle which began on Sept. 3.
The fleet heading for Chesapeake Bay was
stalled for two days and suffered several
casualties. A British landing party also was
repulsed. The fight ended only because the
Americans ran out of ammunition. This
engagement was the only display of cour-
age in Northern Virginia during the British
invasion of 1814.

Two Good Reads
❖ “August 24, 1814: Washington in Flames”

by Carole L. Herrick (2005, Higher Education
Publications, Inc, Falls Church, Va.)

❖ “Old Roads And New Insights” by
Winslow R. Hatch (1985, a monograph de-
posited in Fairfax County Public Library)

Bluff at Battle of White House, Fort Belvoir

Trees mark site of Wiley’s Tavern, Route 7.

Photos by Michael McMorrow/The Connection
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Back from World Finals
A team of eighth graders from Carl Sandburg Middle School recently returned from
the Odyssey of the World Finals at Iowa State University and presented their princi-
pal, Terrence Yarborough (second from right) with a trophy for their 4th place overall
for their solution to the NASA-sponsored “Weird Science” problem. The team, which
had finished first in the Virginia State Odyssey of the Mind competition, included
(from left) Grace Kennedy, George Wright, Emily Carbone, Jonathan Gannon, Alex
Richwine, Michael Bell, and Jade Schaub. More than 800 teams from 15 countries
participated in this international competition. The team thanked the leadership of
Carl Sandburg Middle School and the members of the community whose support
helped make it possible for them to compete in Iowa, including those sponsors who
donated $1,000 or more: PJ’s Coffee, New Orleans Roast and the Sandburg PTA.

News
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Back Row L-R: Miguel Manuel Palacio, James Donald Smeallie, Hannah Marissa, Semmes Elizabeth Larkin Massie,
Josephine Elizabeth Brocato, Emma Katherine, Bass Samantha Engelke Ros Katherine Ann Kromer, Robert Martin Ovitz
Ayres, David Michael King.
Middle Row L-R: Robert Crockett Talley, Emma Reddoch Presing, Charlotte Harper Kelly, Seeley Carolyn Lutz, Catherine
Lucille Lytle, Camille Alexandra Jones, Michael Edward Shammas.
Front Row L-R: Alejandro Conrado Aguilar, Kyra Chanel Bolling, Rachel Lundell Saltzgiver, Chabeli Sonia Marie Diaz Wells,
Grace Keating Stephenson, Alexa Antoniou Cardamone, Kelly Leigh Nirenberg, Brooks DeWitt Turner, Justin Sean Milstead.

The graduates will be attending the following schools in the fall:  Bishop Ireton, Bishop McNamara,
Christchurch School, Edison High School, Episcopal High School, Field School, Foxcroft
School, Friendly High School, Gwynn Park High School, George Mason High School,
Gonzaga College High School, Potomac High School, Sidwell Friends School, St. Albans
School, St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes School, T.C. Williams High School, West Potomac High
School, and Woodbridge High School.

About Alexandria Country Day School:
Alexandria Country Day School is an independent K-8 school serving the metropolitan Washington, DC
area. Founded in 1983, the community school serves 240 students in one building, promoting interaction
among the grade levels and fostering leadership principles. For more information, visit the school’s web-
site at www.acdsnet.org. Stop by over the summer to see our new gymnasium, dining hall, and perform-
ing arts center! We are proud of our growth and continued support of the ACDS community.

Congratulations to the
Alexandria Country Day School

Class of 2012
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News

her classmates. Katie is only the
third recipient of this award.

Joe Bui of the Fairfax County
Department of Public Safety Com-
munications presented Katie her
award. He said, “For only 8 years
old, Katie showed tremendous
poise and composure as she re-
layed pertinent information to the
DPSC 9-1-1 call taker — all this
considering she had witnessed her
mother falling down and in tre-
mendous pain.”

On Monday, May 14, “I was go-
ing up to the bedroom on the third
floor,” said Katie’s mother, Laurie
Lee, “I had gotten all the way to the
top, and I guess I lost my balance.”
She fell down a flight of 14 stairs.
When she hit the ground, she had
a concussion and blood was pour-
ing from a cut on her forehead.

Katie, having seen her mother
on the ground, dialed 9-1-1. De-
spite the drama, Katie spoke with
9-1-1 dispatcher PFC Carolyn
Kellam with calm, giving Kellam
her name, address, and phone
number. Furthermore, Katie
helped relay information about her mother’s
condition to Kellam. As Katie waited for the
paramedics to arrive, she was able to open
the front door, put the dog away, and con-
sole her 7-year-old brother, Zachary.

Katie also suggested to Kellam to put the
phone on speakerphone, so that Kellam
could communicate directly with Laurie.

“I could tell pretty early on that she was
very young, which what impressed me so
much,” said Kellam, “she sounded like an
8-year-old, but she did not come off as an
8-year-old. She was very mature and gave
me the information that I needed as a much
older person.”

That is not to say Katie was not worried.

Katie recalled that “I was a little nervous,
and I was thinking, I hope they can save
my mom’s life.”

Laurie Lee received 7 stitches in her head
that evening. It was then that she learned
about her daughter’s heroic actions. “That
evening when I was in the hospital, things
start to really come forward. My mother was
there and told me [Katie] was so calm.

“After people were telling me how calm,
it really hit that she had done what she had
done,” said Laurie Lee after her daughter’s
award ceremony, “she has got a strength in
her.”

Asked how much she loves her mother,
Katie replied, “like, a lot.”

From Page 1

Saving Her Mom’s Life

Katie Lee, second grader at Stratford Landing Elementary School, was
recognized and honored with the 9-1-1 Citizen Lifesaver Award at a
school assembly on June 6.

9-1-1 caller Carolyn Kellam, Katie Lee (8-
year-old lifesaver) and her mother, Laurie
Lee.

Supervisor Jeff McKay (in front, with glasses) listens as testimony is
given stating that recreation facilities and transportation for Route
1 corridor youth are not acceptable.

Supervisor
Gerry
Hyland
pledges his
leadership
to improv-
ing recre-
ational
opportuni-
ties and
after school
transporta-
tion for
Route 1
corridor
youth.

home from after-school activities.
The county leaders were presented

with a “Route 1/Mount Vernon Youth
Agenda” of improvements to be made.

❖ At West Potomac and Mount Vernon
High Schools, synthetic turf fields must
be built.

❖ At Muddy Hole Farm, organizers
called for grading so the field does not
slope, holes filled, grass seeding, bleach-
ers built, goal posts erected, lights, trash
cans and the repaving of the parking lot
and tennis and basketball courts.

❖ Similar improvements must be made
at Mount Vernon Woods Park, and in
particular the removal of a dangerous
sewer drain in the middle of the field.

❖ At Martin Luther King Park in Gum
Springs, the field needs crowning so water
will drain, a scoreboard built and press box.

Hundreds Support
Improving Recreation
From Page 1 ❖ At Bucknell Elementary School,

underutilized space needs conversion to
a baseball field and a playing field.

❖ At Audubon and Murraygate, a park-
ing lot needs conversion to a playing field
and a recreation and community center
built.

Furthermore, Fairfax Connector service
must be established running between
Route 1 and Carl Sandburg Middle
School where an after school program
with tutoring and mentoring must be
established.

“We’ve got a lot of work to do to get
there,” said the Rev. Tuck Bowerfind,
pastor of St. Luke’s Episcopal Church in
his concluding remarks calling for atten-
dance at V.O.I.C.E. follow-up meetings
June 26 and July 9 at 7 p.m. “No one’s
going to do this for us. We have to fight
this battle for ourselves.”
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Partnerships That Make a Difference
Strategic partnerships with businesses, community organizations, benefit
public good and fill gaps since government cannot do it all.

A
 few weeks ago, the Connec-
tion was lucky enough to be
included in a group of Fairfax
County organizations hon-

ored for their efforts in giving back to
the community.

Fairfax County and the Fairfax County
Public Schools recognized their busi-
ness and community partners for their
continued contributions to the commu-
nity at the Celebrate Partnerships
awards ceremonies on May 21 at the

Mason Inn. More than
55 businesses and com-
munity groups were
nominated for these an-

nual awards which focus on individu-
als and groups who partner with the
County and FCPS to give back to the
community.

The mission: “The Office of Public Pri-
vate Partnerships (OP3) develops part-
nerships between the business commu-
nity and local community organizations
that address critical needs in Fairfax
County. … to stimulate positive change
in the community and encourage civic
involvement and responsibility. One of
the goals of OP3 is to bring together
resources between the public and pri-
vate sectors to effectively transform the
quality of life in the community.”

Those efforts in the county and in the
schools were on display at the awards.
It was remarkable to hear about how
partnerships between organizations,
schools, businesses led to thousands of
hours of volunteer work and millions
of dollars raised. The benefits are tan-
gible, significant and a part of what
makes Fairfax County a leader in many
areas.

The Connection award was based sig-
nificantly on our special edition on
homelessness in Fairfax County, but also
cited the Connection’s dedication to
covering the communities we serve.

This year Anthony Griffin was given
a special award for his work with part-
nerships. Other business honorees in-
clude MV Transportation, Helios HR,
Nadar por Vida, Great Falls Friends and
Neighbors, Fairfax County Chamber of
Commerce and Doug Brammer of
Verizon.

The event was attended by more than
380 people who heard from Fairfax
County Chairman Sharon Bulova;
Fairfax County Schools Chair Janie
Strauss; Jorge Haddock, Dean of the
School of Management, George Mason
University; Fairfax County Executive Ed
Long, and Superintendent of Schools
Jack D. Dale.

To find out more, visit http://
www.fairfaxcountypartnerships.org

— Mary Kimm,

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Editorial
Blue Ribbon Outstanding Event Award, given for the Library READesign at Mount Vernon Woods Elementary
School and partners Heart of America Foundation, Capital One, Lightspeed Technologies, AVD, ltd. A library READesign
is like an HGTV home makeover.  In a READesign, a school is strategically selected, in this case Mount Vernon Woods,
and school and FCPS staff collaborate on a new design for the space.

Community Partner of the Year, Armed Forces Communications and Electronics Association (AFCEA)
There were two finalists for Community Partner of the Year, the Fort Belvoir chapter of the Armed Forces Communi-

cations and Electronics Association partnered with Fort Belvoir Elementary School and the Fairfax Symphony Orchestra
partnered with Instructional Services Department. AFCEA has been working with Fort Belvoir Elementary School for
eight years. This partnership’s natural military connections have helped it grow strategically and quickly. At a school
with a high student mobility rate – meaning students come and go in the middle of a school year – the constancy and
innovation associated with this partnership helps keep student engaged and pushed, with a special focus on STEM teach-
ing and learning. Finalist Fairfax Symphony Orchestra partnered with the school system’s Department of Instructional
Services - Fine Arts Office. For some 30 years the FSO has been involved with in-school music education by offering
programs right-in-tune and supplemental to the FCPS curriculum. Their Overture to Orchestra or OTO program intro-
duces orchestra instruments to elementary students, and their SCORE program brings FSO musicians and conductors
into schools for one-on-one mentoring instruction, workshops, and master classes. The Fairfax Symphony works with
25 schools, serves 10,000 students and donates some 750 staff hours each year.

Media/Communications Partner, Connection Newspapers
In photo, Sharon Bulova, Victoria Ross, Mary Kimm, Deb Cobb, Ed Long. The Connection was nominated by Dean

Klein, executive director of the Fairfax County Office to Prevent and End Homelessness, and the award springs from
the Nov. 13 special edition coverage about the complex challenges of the homeless in Fairfax. Coverage of the issues
included a “moving array of impactful photos and informative articles” that conveyed the scope of the challenges faced
by those who are homeless in our community and the collaborative work of Partnership to End Homelessness. The award
also cited other examples of the Connection’s community partnership including “weekly highlights of neighborhood school
activities and events, Thanksgiving story called ‘Season of Giving’ that featured 12 gifts that give back to the commu-
nity, and extensive coverage of the Stuff the Bus Food campaign.”

Photos courtesy of the Fairfax County Office of Partnerships
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Boucher Building
Mount Vernon Waterfront Design/Build Specialists

Potomac River

Little Hunting Creek

Please contact Bart Boucher • 703-282-9806

Little Hunting Creek homes starting at $1,599,000

We can build on your lot, or sell
you one of our two waterfront
lots on the Potomac River or
Little Hunting Creek.

Letters

Must Know
Costs First
To the Editor:

In a recent letter to the Gazette,
I supported a modified version of
option B for the restoration of
Dyke Marsh. In last week’s Ga-
zette, Gerald Fill wrote an article
concerning the restoration issue in
which George Stevens, the man-
ager of the Belle Haven Marina,
pointed out that the National Park
Service (NPS) has not provided
cost estimates for options B, C and
D that call for restoration of 30,
140 and 180 acres, respectively. I
agree with Mr. Stevens. Until such
time as NPS has provided a thor-
ough cost analysis of all of the pro-
posed options, as well as the
timeframe within which each op-
tion could be commenced and
completed, NPS should take no
further action. In fact, NPS should
withdraw the June 20, 2012 dead-
line for public comments and hold
the public comment aspect in
abeyance until such time as the
cost and time estimates are pro-
vided. Who could credibly com-
ment without knowledge of the
costs?

In Mr. Fill’s article, Glenda Booth
weighs in on behalf of the Friends

See Letters,  Page 19

of Dyke Marsh (FODM) in support
of full restoration of Dyke Marsh.
While she also alleges she supports
“preservation of Belle Haven Ma-
rina,” option D would result in fill-
ing of the mooring field shoreward
of the southern end of the marina
where sailboats are moored. Elimi-
nation of that mooring field would
eliminate the main revenue source
for the marina. I spoke to Mr.
Stevens this week, and he told me
that the sailing school at the ma-
rina is the most important revenue
source for his operations. As such,
any threat to that revenue source
threatens the viability of the ma-
rina as an operating business.

Boat US issued a letter on June
11 expressing its support for Belle

Haven Marina in light of its boat
ramp, slips, boat rentals, and sail-
ing school. The letter explains that
over 1,000 learn to sail there each
year. In another aspect, as I previ-
ously explained, options C and D
would result in filling in a deep
furrow channelward of the current
Dyke Marsh configuration, thereby
destroying an important fish habi-
tat. NPS’s expert opined that fil-
ing that furrow would do nothing
to enhance the viability of Dyke
Marsh. As such, any proposal that
would include filling that furrow
is unacceptable.

The MVCCA’s E&R Committee
passed a resolution this week in
which it supported option D “with
a caveat to retain the marina con-

cession and mooring field.” For the
reasons explained above, the reso-
lution is premature per se. More-
over, it is also inappropriate. It
advocates filling the deep furrow
and filling out to the historic 1937
boundaries of Dyke Marsh. It also
repeats the Glenda Booth talking
point that Dyke Marsh “is the last
major remnant of once extensive
fresh water marshes along the
upper Potomac River.” No surprise
there — I’m told Ms. Booth and
the E&R chairman authored the
resolution. It is non-credible to
discuss fresh water marshes in the
Potomac River without including
marshes located in its tributaries.
The accompanying photograph
was taken from the Woodland Park

neighborhood directed toward
Stratford Landing where the E&R
chairman and I live, and shows
dozens of acres of freshwater
marsh land within Little Hunting
Creek within sight of both of our
homes.

The fact that Dyke Marsh is far
from the only fresh water marsh
in our area makes it no less wor-
thy of restoration. At the same
time, however, the taxpayers who
will be paying the bill for the res-
toration are entitled to know what
the costs will be so that those costs
can be taken into account when
they make their comments. It is ir-
responsible for our community to
consider a plan of action for res

Little Hunting Creek
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Home Life Style

By Marilyn Campbell

The Gazette

W
hether creating a tapestry of
bold colors, a sanctuary to
escape stress or simply a low
maintenance landscape, lo-

cal designers say taking a backyard from
dull to dazzling is easier than one might
think, and offer insight into the hottest land-
scape elements as well as trends in sustain-
able design.

“The biggest overall trend is that people
are cocooning — that is, people are staying
at home and creating multi-use spaces,” said
landscape architect Mark White, owner of
Garden Wise in Arlington. “They want to
be able to cook outdoors and have a dining
area. They might want a water feature. They
are creating a place for a mini-vacation in
their backyard.”

WATER, WATER EVERYWHERE. From
custom waterfalls to simple, self-contained
systems in an urn, fountains and ornamen-
tal water features are surging in popularity
as homeowners strive to create a tranquil
oasis in their backyards.

“Given the state of the economy and the
fact that people are leading hectic lives,
many are wanting calm spaces in their back-
yards,” said White. “They are using water
elements to create soothing sounds.”

LET IT RAIN. Rain gardens are popular
as eco-minded homeowners look for ways
to decrease water pollution. Rain gardens
allow rainwater runoff from surfaces like
roofs, driveways and walkways to be ab-
sorbed into the ground instead of storm
drains.

Landscapers at George Mason University
in Fairfax, created rain gardens across cam-
pus using water-loving, native plants. The
gardens help alleviate storm-water runoff
and pollution.

“Also, rain gardens help to eliminate
standing pools of water that might other-
wise have been the perfect breeding ground
for mosquitoes,” said Archie Nesbitt, land-
scape supervisor at George Mason.

HARVESTING RAINWATER. “Many
people are now collecting rainwater in rain

barrels and using it to water their plants,”
White said. “You can connect a hose to the
barrel and use it to water your garden.”

HOW DOES ONE’S GARDEN GROW?
Landscapes that incorporate both edible and
decorative plants are popular now and serve
dual purposes: providing both food and
beauty. “There has been a huge interest in
vegetable gardens, container gardens and
fruit gardens, especially dwarf fruit trees,
tomatoes, peppers and herbs,” said Sherrye
Schenk of Potomac Garden Center in North
Potomac.

MAKING ROOM. Designers can make ac-
commodations when space is scarce.

“Because many of the yards in this area
are small, people don’t have the space to
dedicate to a larger garden, so we’re put-
ting plants in containers and growing what
is known as ‘patio vegetables,’ which don’t
get as large,” said White. “For example,
there are certain varieties of tomatoes and
eggplants that are suitable for a smaller
space.”

KEEPING BAMBI AT BAY. Homeowners
who live in areas where deer abound also
search for plants that don’t attract these
four-legged friends.

“Anything that is deer resistant is popu-
lar now,” said Alex Dencker of Behnke Nurs-
eries in Potomac. “Nandina and cherry lau-
rel are deer resistant. ‘Green giant arborvi-
tae’ works if you’re looking for screen plants
to create privacy. They grow tall very
quickly.”

GOING NATIVE. Designers say indigenous
plants often grow beautifully with little

See Backyard Tips,  Page 17

Local tastemakers
offer suggestions for
making the most of
backyard space.

Landscape designers say yards that incorporate both edible and
decorative plants are popular. Herbs and patio vegetables are ideal
for small outdoor areas.

Landscape
architect
Mark White
uses orna-
mental water
features to
create a
soothing
space in the
backyard of
this Arling-
ton home.
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Trends in
Landscape
Design

Nothing spoils a backyard barbecue like a
swarm of bloodthirsty mosquitoes. How does
one keep bugs at bay without harsh chemicals?
Local experts offer tips.

FANS. Landscape architect Mark White of
Garden Wise in Arlington, says installing a
ceiling fan on a covered patio is an effective
method. “They create enough air current to
keep mosquitoes from lighting on top of your
skin,” he said.

ALL-NATURAL SPRAYS. Alex Dencker of
Behnke Nurseries in Potomac, says oil-based
sprays help keep the mosquito population
under control. “Oil-based sprays like cedar
oil and clover oil keep critters off without
using nasty chemicals,” he said. “Most of
these repellants come in sprays or granules.”

LEMON. White recommends a lemon-scented
plant called lemon bomb as a barrier for
repelling mosquitoes. “Lemon scented plants
do a bang-up job of keeping mosquitoes

See Mosquito Tips,  Page 17

Staving Off Mosquitoes
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From Page 16

Home Life Style

maintenance and no fertilizer.
“Whenever possible, allow things
to be what they want to be … the
more a planted area can be self-
sustaining [and] not require up-
keep, the better,” said Nesbitt.

Drought tolerance is another
bonus that makes native plants fa-
vorites among homeowners and
landscape designers. “Purple cone
flower are popular, as are creep-
ing phlox which blooms early, pro-
vides great ground cover and re-
quires little maintenance,” said
Dencker. “Black-eyed Susans and
redbud trees are also native plants
that have colorful buds. There are
so many birds and other critters
that need our native plants to sur-
vive. That is another reason why
our native plants are so important.”

Backyard Tips
Copyright 2012 Metropolitan Regional Information Systems, Inc. Visit www.mris.com.

Address ................................ BR . FB .HB ... Postal City .... Sold Price ... Type ............ Lot AC .. PostalCode ................. Subdivision
2601 PHILLIPS DR .......................... 5 ... 2 ... 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $375,500 .... Detached ............ 0.27 .... 22306 ................... GREGORY HEIGHTS
4700 DEER RUN CT ........................ 4 ... 3 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $375,000 .... Townhouse ......... 0.06 .... 22306 ................ DEER RUN CROSSING
8556 WYNGATE MANOR CT ............ 4 ... 3 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $365,900 .... Townhouse ......... 0.04 .... 22309 .................... WYNGATE MANOR
5947 MONTICELLO RD ................... 3 ... 2 ... 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $362,500 .... Semi-Detached .... 0.08 .... 22303 .................. JEFFERSON MANOR
2509 FAIRVIEW DR ......................... 3 ... 2 ... 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $360,000 .... Detached ............ 0.54 .... 22306 .................................. FAIRVIEW
6714 ANTHONY ST ........................ 4 ... 3 ... 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $360,000 .... Detached ............ 1.00 .... 22306 ................... BUCKNELL MANOR
8800 OAK LEAF DR ........................ 4 ... 3 ... 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $360,000 .... Detached ............ 0.50 .... 22309 ........................ MARY LEA PARK
5941 EDGEHILL DR ........................ 2 ... 1 ... 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $350,000 .... Duplex ............... 0.09 .... 22303 .................. JEFFERSON MANOR
4713 PERCH PL .............................. 5 ... 3 ... 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $349,900 .... Detached ............ 0.25 .... 22309 .................. MT VERNON VALLEY
2708 FARNSWORTH DR ................. 2 ... 2 ... 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $347,000 .... Duplex ............... 0.10 .... 22303 .................. JEFFERSON MANOR
5702 MEDALLION CT ..................... 3 ... 2 ... 2 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $345,000 .... Townhouse ......... 0.03 .... 22303 ............................... LOFTRIDGE
2012 ROLLINS DR .......................... 4 ... 2 ... 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $340,000 .... Detached ............ 0.17 .... 22307 ................... BUCKNELL MANOR
4213 ASPEN DR ............................. 5 ... 2 ... 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $340,000 .... Detached ............ 0.24 .... 22309 ............... J W. COX & MARGATET
4746 POMEGRANATE CT ................ 3 ... 2 ... 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $339,900 .... Detached ............ 0.21 .... 22309 .................. MT VERNON VALLEY
3205 AYERS DR ............................. 4 ... 2 ... 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $322,000 .... Detached ............ 0.40 .... 22309 ............................ SUNNY VIEW
5501 SACRAMENTO MEWS PL ........ 3 ... 2 ... 2 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $319,900 .... Townhouse ......... 0.05 .... 22309 ................ SACRAMENTO MEWS
5901 MOUNT EAGLE DR #105 ........ 2 ... 2 ... 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $312,000 .... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors ............. 22303 ........................... MONTEBELLO
2451 MIDTOWN AVE #314 ............. 2 ... 2 ... 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $312,000 .... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors ............. 22303 ...... MIDTOWN ALEXANDRIA STA
2328 RIVERVIEW TER ..................... 2 ... 2 ... 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $297,000 .... Semi-Detached .... 0.08 .... 22303 ........................... HUNTINGTON
5904 MOUNT EAGLE DR #415 ........ 2 ... 2 ... 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $295,000 .... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors ............. 22303 ........................... MONTEBELLO
5705 FENWICK DR ......................... 2 ... 1 ... 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $290,000 .... Duplex ............... 0.08 .... 22303 ........................... HUNTINGTON
2226 HUNTINGTON AVE ................ 2 ... 2 ... 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $289,900 .... Semi-Detached .... 0.08 .... 22303 ........................... HUNTINGTON
2451 MIDTOWN AVE #613 ............. 2 ... 2 ... 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $287,000 .... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors ............. 22303 ...... MIDTOWN ALEXANDRIA STA
3813 ROXBURY CT ......................... 3 ... 3 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $285,000 .... Townhouse ......... 0.03 .... 22309 ......... ROXBURY OF MT VERNON
2451 MIDTOWN AVE #801 ............. 1 ... 1 ... 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $283,000 .... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors ............. 22303 ...... MIDTOWN ALEXANDRIA STA
2313 MARY BALDWIN DR ............... 4 ... 3 ... 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $283,000 .... Duplex ............... 0.09 .... 22307 ................... BUCKNELL MANOR
2451 MIDTOWN AVE #615 ............. 1 ... 1 ... 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $280,000 .... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors ............. 22303 ...... MIDTOWN ALEXANDRIA STA
1100 BELLE VIEW BLVD #A1 ........... 3 ... 1 ... 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $270,000 .... Garden 1-4 Floors ............ 22307 .............................. BELLE VIEW
7991 AVERY PARK CT ..................... 2 ... 2 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $269,000 .... Townhouse ......... 0.03 .... 22306 .............................. AVERY PARK
5503 WOODLAWN MANOR CT ....... 4 ... 3 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $269,000 .... Townhouse ......... 0.03 .... 22309 .................. WOODLAWN MEWS
7809 GUM SPRINGS VILLAGE DR .... 4 ... 2 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $263,000 .... Townhouse ......... 0.03 .... 22306 .............. VILLAGE AT GUM SPGS
7035 STANFORD DR ....................... 3 ... 2 ... 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $260,000 .... Duplex ............... 0.11 .... 22307 .................. BUCKNELL HEIGHTS
8119 PINELAKE CT ......................... 4 ... 2 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $260,000 .... Townhouse ......... 0.05 .... 22309 ...................... PINEWOOD LAKE
8125 STEADMAN ST ...................... 3 ... 1 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $260,000 .... Detached ............ 0.31 .... 22309 .................. MT VERNON VALLEY
7110 COLD SPRING CT ................... 2 ... 1 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $259,000 .... Townhouse ......... 0.05 .... 22306 ........................... WOODSTONE
5825 EDGEHILL DR ........................ 2 ... 1 ... 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $253,000 .... Duplex ............... 0.10 .... 22303 .................. JEFFERSON MANOR
7149 TOLLIVER ST ......................... 2 ... 1 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $250,000 .... Townhouse ......... 0.05 .... 22306 ........................... WOODSTONE
8694 VENOY CT ............................. 3 ... 2 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $248,000 .... Townhouse ......... 0.05 .... 22309 .. VILLAGES OF MOUNT VERNON
3721 HAMPTON CT ....................... 3 ... 1 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $241,000 .... Townhouse ......... 0.04 .... 22306 ........................... WOODSTONE
5619 NORTON RD ......................... 3 ... 2 ... 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $235,000 .... Detached ............ 0.17 .... 22303 ................. BURGUNDY VILLAGE
7502B CALDERON CT #266 ............ 2 ... 2 ... 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $230,000 .... Garden 1-4 Floors ............ 22306 .................... SOUTH MEADOWS
6628 WAKEFIELD DR #B1 ............... 2 ... 1 ... 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $230,000 .... Garden 1-4 Floors ............ 22307 .............................. BELLE VIEW
8236 CLAREMONT WOODS DR ....... 3 ... 2 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $230,000 .... Townhouse ......... 0.03 .... 22309 ..............GEORGELAND VILLAGE
5903 MOUNT EAGLE DR #712 ........ 1 ... 1 ... 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $218,000 .... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors ............. 22303 ........................... MONTEBELLO
8680 VENOY CT ............................. 3 ... 2 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $217,755 .... Townhouse ......... 0.03 .... 22309 .. VILLAGES OF MOUNT VERNON
6621 WAKEFIELD DR #109 ............. 2 ... 1 ... 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $216,000 .... Hi-Rise 9+ Floors ............. 22307 ......................... RIVER TOWERS
2013 ROLLINS DR .......................... 2 ... 2 ... 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $210,000 .... Duplex ............... 0.02 .... 22307 ................... BUCKNELL MANOR

In April 2012, 119 homes sold between $1,075,000-$64,000 in the Mount Vernon area.
This week’s list represents those homes sold in the $375,500-$210,000 range.

For the complete list, visit www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Home Sales

[away],” he said. “I have it planted all
over my yard and on Memorial Day
we had no mosquitoes, which is
unheard of in Northern Virginia.” He
added that citronella geranium plants
are also effective mosquito
repellants.

INSECTS AS WEAPONS. Sherrye
Schenk of Potomac Garden Center in
North Potomac, says that preying
insects can keep mosquitoes and
other pests under control. “Praying
mantis and lady bugs work well.”

— Marilyn Campbell

From Page 16

Mosquito Tips
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Address .............................. BR FB HB ... Postal City ....... Sold Price .... Type ........ Lot AC . PostalCode .... Subdivision ...... Date Sold

1  22 WOLFE ST #57 ................. 5 .. 5 . 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $2,121,000 .... Townhouse ................... 22314 ........ HARBORSIDE ......... 04/16/12

2  507 HIGH ST ........................ 3 .. 3 . 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $1,335,000 .... Detached ...... 0.51 ....... 22302 ........... OAKLAND ........... 04/19/12

3  19 FRANKLIN ST ................... 3 .. 2 . 2 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $1,285,000 .... Townhouse ... 0.03 ....... 22314 ...... FORDS LANDING ...... 04/27/12

4  311 LEE ST S ........................ 4 .. 2 . 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $1,230,000 .... Townhouse ... 0.06 ....... 22314 .......... OLD TOWN .......... 04/16/12

5  1112 ROUNDHOUSE LN ........ 3 .. 2 . 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $1,200,000 .... Townhouse ... 0.06 ....... 22314 ... OLD TOWN VILLAGE .... 04/27/12

6  510 QUAKER LN ................... 4 .. 3 . 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $1,150,000 .... Detached ...... 0.63 ....... 22304 .... GOODMAN HOUSE ..... 04/23/12

7  1804 HUNTING COVE PL ....... 4 .. 3 . 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $1,075,000 .... Detached ...... 0.22 ....... 22307 ........ BELLE HAVEN ......... 04/10/12

8  823 MARSHALL LN ............... 3 .. 3 . 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $1,045,000 .... Detached ...... 0.53 ....... 22302 ......... CHAPEL HILL ......... 04/27/12

9  3205 CIRCLE HILL RD ............ 3 .. 2 . 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $1,037,500 .... Detached ...... 0.26 ....... 22305 ....... BEVERLY HILLS ........ 04/27/12

10  215 PRINCESS ST .................. 3 .. 2 . 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $1,025,000 .... Townhouse ... 0.04 ....... 22314 ........... PRINCESS ........... 04/24/12

11  826 RIVERGATE PL ................ 3 .. 3 . 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA ....... $1,002,500 .... Townhouse ... 0.06 ....... 22314 .......... RIVERGATE .......... 04/30/12

12  2200 LAKESHIRE DR ............. 4 .. 3 . 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA .......... $920,000 .... Detached ...... 0.52 ....... 22308 .MANORS@MT VERNON . 04/30/12

13  2004 WINDSOR RD ............... 4 .. 3 . 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA .......... $899,000 .... Detached ...... 0.21 ....... 22307 ........ BELLE HAVEN ......... 04/30/12

14  4200 KIMBRELEE CT ............. 5 .. 4 . 1 ..... ALEXANDRIA .......... $885,000 .... Detached ...... 0.53 ....... 22309 ............ OXFORD ............ 04/12/12

15  4106 FERRY LANDING RD ...... 6 .. 4 . 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA .......... $847,000 .... Detached ...... 0.52 ....... 22309 ... MT VERNON GROVE .... 04/30/12

16  6008 GROVE DR ................... 6 .. 4 . 0 ..... ALEXANDRIA .......... $845,000 .... Detached ...... 0.20 ....... 22307 ........ BELLE HAVEN ......... 04/03/12

Source: MRIS, Inc. For more information on MRIS, visit www.mris.com

Photos by Louise Krafft/The Connection

Local REAL ESTATELocal REAL ESTATE
Top Sales in
April 2012

1  22 Wolfe Street #57, Alexandria — $2,121,000

2  507 High Street,
Alexandria —
$1,335,000

4  311 Lee Street South,
Alexandria — $1,230,000

5  1112 Roundhouse Lane,
Alexandria — $1,200,000

7  1804 Hunting Cove Place,
Mount Vernon — $1,075,000

12  2200 Lakeshire Drive, Mount Vernon — $920,000

11
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toration of Dyke Marsh without knowing
the financial ramifications. On that point,
those who say the costs will be minimal
because the fill will be provided at nominal
cost are just non-credible dreamers. Fill
must be tested at significant expense be-
fore it is placed in our nation’s river. Not
every type of fill is suitable for just throw-
ing into the Potomac River to satisfy the
desires of our community activists. Care
must be taken to assure that fill is not toxic
to the creatures who call the river their
home. The MVCCA should table its resolu-
tion and NPS should adjourn the comment
period until firm cost estimates and time
periods for enactment of each possible op-
tion are provided.

 H. Jay Spiegel
 Mount Vernon

Value of
Restoration
To the Editor:

For thousands of years since the end of
the last ice age in North America, the
Potomac River co-evolved with nature in
such a way that to not take an opportunity
to do restorative work is to deny the great
contribution and service this waterway has
provided countless species of organisms and
the humanity that used its resources to con-
duct commerce and nourish their commu-
nities.

In prehistory, the ancient peoples living
along the shores developed a rhythm with
nature that sustained them for thousands
of years. So bountiful were the fish, shell-
fish and waterfowl that the earliest accounts
by Europeans seem incredible compared to
the limited abundance today.

In the 1600s: Captain John Smith of Vir-
ginia was the first to record the fabulous
quantities of fish of many sorts to be found
in the Potomac. His report was subsequently
confirmed by Henry Spelman, Captain
Samuel Argoll, Henry Fleet, and Father
Andrew White, S.J .,the first chronicler of
the Maryland colony.

In the 1700s: Andrew Burnaby in speak-
ing of the Potomac River, remarked as fol-
lows. “These waters are stored with incred-
ible quantities of fish, ... above 5,000 have
been caught at one single haul of the seine.”
Multiple documents written by George
Washington refer to seines, the nets used
to catch large numbers of fish, and other
aspects of the fishing industry at Mount
Vernon.

In the early 1800s: The original record
books of George Chapman, Esq., haul seine
fisherman for American shad in the Potomac
River during the period 1814-1824, include
the numbers of shad and herring caught and
sold each day. Shad catches from Chapman’s
fishery amounted to 955,615 shad and 116
million herring for the 11-year period.

In 2012, for the first time, fishing restric-
tions on the alewife and river herring spe-
cies were applied in the Potomac. Shad have
been restricted since the ‘90s. Fisheries bi-
ologists are rightly concerned about the
rapid decline of these important fish. They
are anadramous fish species meaning that

From Page 13
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they live most of their adult lives in the At-
lantic Ocean and during the spring months
of each year, they make a seasonal spawn-
ing run into the Potomac and other Chesa-
peake Bay tributaries to start a new gen-
eration.

While overfishing has played a role in the
decline of these fish, it is only one of sev-
eral factors in their shrinking numbers. Af-
ter the eggs hatch during the spring spawn-
ing run, the larval fish begin a spring to fall
journey southward feeding, growing and
gaining strength to begin their adult lives
in the shoals of the Atlantic Ocean.

During the centuries of great abundance
of these fish, most of the shoreline of the
tidal Potomac was buffeted by tidal marshes
full of canals and guts that contained the
decomposing plant matter of the prior
growing season. Microbes feeding upon this
rotting vegetation recycle nutrients back
into this ecosystem nourishing other micro
and macroscopic life forms that are food to
these fish during their early growth stages.
They forage the marshes using comb-like
structures in their mouths called gill rakers
that collect the tiny organisms from the
nutrient rich waters.

Today the majority of the tidal marshes
that sustained these fish are nearly gone.
Scientific studies reveal the critical role the
marshes play in protecting the shoreline
during storms and as biological nurseries
for a wide range of diverse organisms.

George Washington and others were ben-
eficiaries of an ecologically functioning
river. Today, we honor George Washington
by fully restoring his home, lands and en-
terprises so it is equally fitting that we fur-
ther honor him with efforts to restore the
river to the health and condition that so
enabled him to exist and prosper.

Martin Tillett
Mount Vernon

Expand and
Improve Access
To the Editor:

The National Park Service is offering 4
“Alternatives” for Dyke Marsh Restoration.
They should be offering one plan for pres-
ervation. While the Park Service states the
marsh is “one of the largest remaining fresh-
water tidal wetlands in the Washington
Metropolitan area” they omit the fact there
are many other marshes including the vast
marshes located in Little Hunting Creek.
Many, representing narrow-mindedness,
feel access to a marsh is limited to paths
and trails. A greater appreciation and un-
derstanding of marshland is seen with un-
obstructed view from the water. NPS resto-
ration Alternatives include blocking water
access.

Alternative “B” blocks water access by fill-
ing in and connecting two islands, which
will cut off the river flow and stagnate the
Belle Haven Harbor. It will also provide ac-
cess for land predators to reach one of the
marsh island’s birds and other marsh crea-
tures.

Mr. Tillett [letter to the editor] points to
an obvious problem: Access. Right now,
Belle Haven Marina provides the only vi-

able public access to the splendor of the
marsh and its wide range of flora and fauna.
However, NPS plans call for filling and dis-
turbing what Mother Nature has worked so
diligently for the past 50 years to repair.
There is a new ecosystem and disturbing
this vibrant oasis will impact nature’s reno-
vated home for birds, fish, turtles and mam-
mals.

As far as Stratford Landing’s decision to
drop efforts to gain access to Little Hunting
Creek, Supervisor Hyland informed the
community over a decade ago that the
neighborhood sewage pumping station
would not be going away, making discus-
sion of creating access to Little Hunting
Creek a moot point. However there were
those who insisted moving forward, a com-
plete waste of time, with pursuing a “park”
in the middle of Stratford Landing. Super-
visor Hyland also made it clear the county
would not “give” land to a community for
private access. Faced with this public park
scenario, 70 percent of the community
voted to turn down the “park” concept. This
was consistent with the rejection of an of-
fer nearly 15 years ago from one of our resi-
dents (H. J. Spiegel) to donate an easement
for community access.

So, access to marshes and the Potomac
River is very limited. Belle Haven is too
valuable to “fill in.” Appreciation and sup-
port for the environment is not limited to
those with binoculars. It is a natural re-
source to be shared and the marina is the
common ground. The NPS should be sup-
porting efforts to restore Belle Haven Ma-
rina and thus preserving the marsh.

But, typically, the government,
emboldened by those who feel throwing
money into a hole in the river to turn back
the clock to 1937, is planning to fill 270
acres lost to erosion and storms in addition

to filling deep dredging scars with millions
of tons that were taken away to create land
masses for Reagan National Airport and the
Pentagon. All without consideration to di-
minished access implicit with Alternatives
B, C, & D in the name of marsh restoration.
Supporters of restoration are filled with
theme-park giddiness as they prepare to
support an immense project with no pub-
lished price tag, willing to spend taxpayer
dollars to satisfy their own single-use na-
ture trail.

The answer to this issue is simple: It’s
erosion stupid. Any plan for the marsh
should start with preserving what’s left. To
try to alter the current environmental sta-
bility would displace birds, beavers and
boaters. Keep Belle Haven open and expand
and improve access to the Nation’s River.

Steve Chaconas
Mount Vernon

Join Kaylyn;
Volunteer
To the Editor:

In recent weeks, many of us have watched
students receive diplomas at local high
schools. It’s an interesting time for a com-
munity to take a long, hard look at its old-
est children. Statistics tell us that 1 in 4 of
those girls has been sexually abused, and
about 1 in 6 boys has as well. We know from
our work in prevention that many more
have been touched by some form of child
abuse or domestic violence in their home
during their first 18 years of life.

It can be unsettling to think about this
point in the cycle of family violence, when

Snapshot
6:38 p.m., June 7: Sideline at the Mount Vernon High School base-
ball field. Jalyn Lee, Tatiana Hall, Gloria Bartolomei and Janae
White keep pace with the boys running 50-yard sprints at the
evening football camp.
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Visit These Houses of Worship
Join a Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons…

To Advertise Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468

Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location – Washington Mill E.S.
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Worship Service – 10 a.m.
Inter-generational Sunday School – after service

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon

2:00 pm (en Español)

6:30 pm Mass (from Sept. 9
until mid June)

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion
Service) 9:00 am (followed by Rosary)

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)

Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

Mass Schedule

b

b
b

b

b
b
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the abused may transition into
the role of abuser. It can be down-
right overwhelming to think about
the thousands of at-risk teenagers
right here in our community pos-
sibly headed for that same pattern.

At moments like this, I’m grate-
ful to know someone like Kaylyn
Pennock.

Kaylyn is a rising senior at West
Potomac High School who has
been volunteering with our Parent
Education Program for nearly two
years. She works with children in
our childcare programs while their
parents attend parenting classes or
meet with their parent support
groups. You may hear her name
pop up in the local news over the
next few weeks, as she’ll be hon-
ored at upcoming Arlington
County Board and School Board
Meetings for receiving the county’s
Connect with Kids Champion
Award.

We’re grateful to have Kaylyn as
a volunteer, where she excels at
interacting with young children in
a compassionate, approachable
manner. But what’s been most in-
spiring about Kaylyn is this: she is
not waiting around for someone to
tell her it’s time to make a differ-
ence. She’s doing it now.

Here she is — a local teenager,

in the midst of high school drama
and studying for finals and still
growing up herself — having an
impact on adults and families who
need support. She’s giving chil-
dren that extra attention they need
after a long day, and providing
parents with the rare opportunity
for quiet in a busy week, to
strengthen their skills and find
support as they struggle with the
challenges of family life.

What Kaylyn can teach all of us
is this: We don’t need to wait. We
don’t need to be overwhelmed by
how many at-risk children might
be out there. We just need to start
with one. Without waiting. With-
out making excuses. Because if we
all did that, we might just be over-
whelmed by how many children
we protect, how much abuse we
prevent, how far-reaching even
one day of volunteering can be
instead of how many opportuni-
ties we may have missed.

A 16-year-old in your neighbor-
hood is making an impact. And
you can too.

I encourage readers to explore
the wide variety of volunteer op-
portunities on our website at
www.scanva.org.

Sonia Quinonez
Executive Director

SCAN of Northern Virginia
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E-mail announcements to gazette@
connectionnewspapers.com. Photos and
artwork are encouraged. Deadline is
Thursday at noon for the following week’s
paper.

 THURSDAY/JUNE 14
 2nd Thursday Art Night: Swing into

Summer. 6-9 p.m. Free. Enjoy live
music by Dulcie Taylor, sample
sweets from the art center’s new
Bread & Chocolate Café, and practice
your swing with a mini-golf
challenge. Visit Target Gallery for the
reception for Forged. Then join The
Art League Gallery for the reception
for Rural Connections and the All-
Media Membership Exhibit. Make a
dazzling summery accessory at our
Do-It-Yourself Summer Button
Station. Torpedo Factory Art Center,
105 N. Union St., Alexandria

Visit www.torpedofactory.org or call
703-838-4565

 THURSDAY/ JUNE 14
 English as a second language

classes. 10 a.m.- noon. Free. Drop-
in Intermediate ESL Workshop.
Charles E. Beatley, Jr. Central
Library. 5005 Duke Street. Call 703-
746-1702x3.

Latin American Book Discussion
Group. 7 - 8:30p.m. Discussions are
in English. For stories in Spanish and
English, contact the adult services/
reference desk: 703-746-1702x3.
Charles E. Beatley, Jr. Central
Library. 5005 Duke Street.

 SATURDAY/ JUNE 16
 Outdoor concert. Nativity Lutheran

Church. 4-6 p.m. Free. Performances
by WAMMIE-award-winning ‘roots

rock’ singer/songwriter Janine
Wilson and guitarist Max Jones.
Refreshments will be sold. Nativity
Lutheran Church at 1300
Collingwood Road in Alexandria. Call
703-768-1112.

 SUNDAY/ JUNE 17
Chamber Music. Washington

Metropolitan Philharmonic
Association 2012 (22nd) Annual
Chamber Music Series. 3 p.m. Special
performance by pianist Haskell
Small.  The Lyceum, 201 S.
Washington St., Alexandria. Visit
www.wmpamusic.org, email
wmpa@earthlink.net or call 703-799-
8229.

Concert with a Cause: The Children’s
Choir of Michiana. 4 p.m. Free-will
offering. Benefit Concert for the
Alexandria Tutoring Consortium
(www.alexandriatutors.org).

Located at Old Presbyterian Meeting
House, 321 S. Fairfax St, Old Town
Alexandria. Visit www.OPMH.org or
call 703-549-6670.

 MONDAY/JUNE 18
 Read, Sing & Play, Baby!. 4 p.m.

Children’s program, for ages 0-11
months with an adult. Select one
program per week to attend. Kate
Waller Barrett Branch Library. 717
Queen Street, 22314. Call 703-746-
1703.

Del Ray Music Week. 8-10 p.m. Free.
The Highballers kick off Del Ray
Music Week. St. Elmo’s Coffee Pub.
Visit www.highballersmusic.com or
www.delraymusicfestival.com.

Great Lakes Beer and Pizza Night
at RedRocks Pizza. 904 King
Street Alexandria VA 22314. 7-
11p.m. $25 per person. RSVP to 703-
717-9873. For more info visit

www.greatlakesbrewing.com/events/
1884/191

 TUESDAY/ JUNE 19
 English as a second language

classes. 10 a.m.- noon. Free.
Charles E. Beatley, Jr. Central
Library. 5005 Duke Street. Call 703-
746-1702.

English as a second language
classes. 3-5 p.m. Free. Drop-in
Intermediate ESL Workshop. Charles
E. Beatley, Jr. Central Library. 5005
Duke Street. Call 703-746-1702.

Stories to grow on. 11 a.m.
Children’s program, for ages 2 and
up with an adult. Select one program
per week to attend. Kate Waller
Barrett Branch Library. 717 Queen
Street, 22314. Call 703-746-1703.

By Jeanne Theismann

The Gazette

S
ome are enthralled, some are ap-
palled but all are obsessed as the
story of Elvis Presley is told through
the eyes of various women in “All

the King’s Women,” now playing at The
Little Theatre of Alexandria.

On a sultry Memphis-like summer
evening, the scorching play by Luigi

Entertainment

Jannuzzi debuted at LTA with a talented cast
of four masterfully guided by director Ellen
Dempsey, who draws the audience into a
quick-paced comedy romp through the rise
of Elvis as a national icon of American mu-
sic, his untimely death and the legacy he
left behind.

Spoiler alert: Elvis never appears. Al-
though that spoils nothing. Instead, eight
sketches separated by brief collages of pe-
riod newsreels, imagery and sounds carries

‘All the King’s Women’ dazzles at LTA.

All Shook Up
Sarah Holt, Ric Andersen, and Robin Parker in “All the King’s Women” at The Little Theatre of Alexandria.

See Calendar,  Page 22
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Jennifer Finch and Robin Parker in
“All the King’s Women.”

See “All the King’s,”  Page 23

the audience back in time, beginning when
an 11-year-old Elvis dejectedly walks out
of a five-and-dime with his first guitar in
lieu of the BB gun he coveted.

Though he never appears, the presence
of Elvis is palpable from the moment the
award-winning Sarah Holt opens the play
with a gorgeously acted solo performance
as the saleswoman who sells a guitar to a
young boy longing for a rifle on his birth-
day.

On roll the scenes, flowing in chronologi-
cal order with each touching a different
aspect of Elvis’ career and his impact on the
people he met, touched and moved.

Scene two brings you to Elvis’ controver-
sial early career. In this day it’s hard to imag-
ine the shock of the unprecedented moves
and “gyrations” in his performances, but
Jannuzzi lets the audience eavesdrop on a

hilarious bantering between his agent and
a television network representative and cen-
sor. Does Elvis get his way? Laugh along
and find out.

Another sketch escorts you behind the
scenes at the White House. Craftily written
and performed with seamless timing by
Holt, Jennifer Finch and Robin Parker, the
audience is caught up in the frenzy of Elvis
hysteria, his longing to aid an ailing nation
and his historic 1970 visit with President
Richard Nixon.

Holt, who teaches the Introduction to
Improv class at LTA, leads the talented cast
that includes the return of the comically
gifted Finch and LTA acting debut of Parker,
who has spent the last three years working
behind the scenes on wig, costume and

Jennifer Finch, Ric Andersen, and
Robin Parker in “All the King’s
Women.”
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Come Taste the Difference
Two Convenient Alexandria Locations

Open 7 days a week
Bradlee Belle View

3690J King Street 1600A Belle View Blvd.
703.820.8600 571.384.6880

www.unwinedva.com

Put Us to
The Test
❦ Selection
❦ Service
❦ Price

The Best in Family Dining

An Alexandria community fixture for more than
100 years, the Royal Restaurant offers the best
in Greek, Italian and American cuisine. Enjoy
burgers, steaks, prime rib, chicken, seafood,
pasta and full salad bar complete with special
children’s menu items.

Food
fit for a king

on a family budget

734 North Saint Asaph Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22314
703-548-1616 • www.theroyalrestaurant.com

Award-winning wine menu • Major credit cards accepted

 WEDNESDAY/ JUNE 20
 Duncan Book Discussion Group. 7

p.m. Discuss Emperor of All Maladies
by Siddhartha Mukherjee. James M.
Duncan, Jr. Branch Library. 2501
Commonwealth Avenue. Call 703-
746-1705.

Stories to grow on. 11 a.m.
Children’s program, for ages 2 and
up with an adult. Select one program
per week to attend. Kate Waller
Barrett Branch Library. 717 Queen
Street, 22314. Call 703-746-1703.

 THURSDAY/ JUNE 21
 English as a second language

classes. 10 a.m.- noon. Free. Drop-
in Intermediate ESL Workshop.
Charles E. Beatley, Jr. Central
Library. 5005 Duke Street. Call 703-
746-1702 for more information

Great Books Discussion Group. 7-
8:30p.m.  Located in the Story Time
Room. Call Bill Scouton, 703-931-
3559. Charles E. Beatley, Jr. Central
Library. 5005 Duke Street.

Paws To Read. 15-minute session
starting at 5:30 p.m. Grades 1-6.
Sign-up required. Call 703-746-
1702x5 or visit children’s desk.
Charles E. Beatley, Jr. Central
Library. 5005 Duke Street.

 SATURDAY/ JUNE 23
 Field Day. The Alexandria Radio Club

will be demonstrating Amateur Radio
at Armistead Boothe Park, 520
Cameron Station Boulevard, between
2 p.m. Saturday and 2 p.m. Sunday,
in the picnic pavilion area. The public
is invited to come and see ham
radio’s new capabilities and learn
how to get their own FCC radio
license. To learn more about Amateur
Radio, go to www.emergency-
radio.org.

 SUNDAY/ JUNE 24
Chamber Music. Washington

Metropolitan Philharmonic
Association 2012 (22nd) Annual
Chamber Music Series. 3 p.m. Special
performance by Soprano Laura Mann
assisted by Pianist Susan Ricci, music
by Handel, Fauré, Chaminade, Fanny
Mendelssohn, Richard Strauss, Saint-
Saens, Rachmaninoff, Sheldon
Harnick, Lucy Simon, and Maurey
Yeston. The Lyceum, 201 S.
Washington St., Alexandria. For more
information visit
www.wmpamusic.org. E-mail
wmpa@earthlink.net or call 703-799-
8229

 MONDAY/JUNE 25
 Little Wonders. 10:30-11:15 a.m.

children’s program, ages 12-23

Old Town Arts & Crafts Festival
Volunteer Alexandria’s upcoming 32nd annual Old Town Arts & Crafts

Festival and Volunteer Fair will feature six area musicians including
singer/songwriter Dulcie Taylor performing songs from her latest re-
lease, Free of This Sorrow.

In May of 2012, Taylor’s album rose to the number one position of
Amazon’s top-rated Alt-country/Americana list which also variously
includes Alison Krause, KD Lang, Cowboy Junkies and Johnny Cash.

Each year the line-up has included the best of VA/DC/MD area singer/
songwriters with nominees and winners of Washington Area Music
Association’s WAMMIE
Awards who are individually
screened and selected to per-
form their own original songs
at the festival.

2012 Supporting Sponsor
is World Tavern Poker VA
Northeast Region League -
players made individual do-
nations to support the the
Old Town Arts & Crafts Festi-
val and make a difference in
the community.  Specialty
Sponsor is ING Financial
Partners.  Media Sponsor is
Washington Post Local Liv-
ing. Volunteer Breakfast
Sponsor is Alexandria’s Bread
& Chocolate. Gift Donors in-
clude Artfully Chocolate of
Alexandria and LocalMotion,
a City of Alexandria resource
for transportation alterna-
tives involved in initiatives
such as the recent National Bike to Work Day on May 18.

To find out about sponsorships for this and other Volunteer Alexan-
dria community events, contact Donna Walker James,
djames@volunteeralexandria.org.

The 32nd Annual Old Town Arts & Crafts Festival and Volunteer Fair at
Market Square, 301 King Street, Alexandria. Free to the public. Satur-
day, June 16, 1-6 p.m. Sunday, June 17, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Free trolley from
King Street Metro Station, underground parking at the Square $2/day
on Saturday and Sunday. Free Sunday street parking. Visit
www.volunteralexandria.org or www.razoo.com/story/Arts-And-Crafts-
Festival-And-Volunteer-Fair.

Musical lineup:
SATURDAY/JUNE 16
2 p.m. Dulcie Taylor gets things rolling with

selections from her latest release, Free of
This Sorrow, a No.1 seller on Amazon’s Alt-
country/Americana list.
www.dulcietaylor.com.

3 p.m. Jim Heald, contemporary folk and
roots music, with a little bit of Chicago, a
little bit of Austin and a dash of jazz and
blues. www.facebook.com/jimhealdmusic.

4 p.m. Lynn Hollyfield, contemporary folk/
blues/jazz, Wammie nominee,
www.lynnhollyfield.com.

SUNDAY JUNE 17:
1 p.m. Yvette Greene, folk/blues/soul,

www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xv2mVc-
mzeA&feature=youtu.be

2 p.m. The Crooked Angels, Americana/
roots/country, www.facebook.com/
thecrookedangels.

3 p.m. Herb & Hanson, new roots/blues/
bluegrass/folk/rock,
www.herbandhanson.com.

See Calendar,  Page 23
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months with an adult. Sign-up
required. Call 703-746-1702x5 or
visit children’s desk. Charles E.
Beatley, Jr. Central Library. 5005
Duke Street.

Books The Bagic is Real. 7 p.m.
Marvel at Joe Romano’s magic show.
Children under 6 must be
accompanied by an adult at the
program. Call the Burke Information

Desk to register at 703-746-1704 x3.
Ellen Coolidge Burke Branch Library.
4701 Seminary Road.

Introduction to Finding Funders. 7
p.m. This session provides an
introduction to one of the key online
tools for finding funders, Foundation
Directory Online, available at all
branches of the Alexandria Library.

Calendar
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Monday, July 9, 2012 • 9:00 a.m. Shotgun

Mount Vernon Country Club –
It’s right in your back yard!

For an entry form, visit MVCC’s website at
www.mountvernoncc.org or

For Additional Information or to register/sponsor:
www.mountvernonsports.org/tournament

Or Contact Bryan Armstrong, PGA at barmstrong@mountvernoncc.org
or Michael Gailliot at michael.gailliot@gmail.com

Sponsored by Hilltop Golf Club, Burke & Herbert Bank, Mount Vernon Country Club,
Fort Belvoir Swim Team, Pohanka Auto Group, Michael Skinner,

MVHS Class of 1961 & The Mount Vernon Gazette

To register, call 703-746-1714 or email
hmartyn@alexandria.lib.va.us. Kate
Waller Barrett Branch Library. 717
Queen Street.

 TUESDAY/ JUNE 26
 English as a second language

classes. 10 a.m.- noon. Free.
Charles E. Beatley, Jr. Central
Library. 5005 Duke Street. Call 703-
746-1702.

SUMMERQUEST JR. 10a.m. Children’s
program, for ages 0-5 with an adult.
James M. Duncan, Jr. Branch Library.
2501 Commonwealth Avenue. Call
703-746-1705.

SUMMERQUEST JR. 11 a.m.
Children’s program, for ages 0-5 with
an adult. Kate Waller Barrett Branch
Library. 717 Queen Street, 22314.
Call 703-746-1703.

Paws to Read. 5:30p.m- 6:30p.m.
Children’s program, for grades 1-6.
Registration required. James M.
Duncan, Jr. Branch Library. 2501
Commonwealth Avenue. Call 703-
746-1705.

Time For 2’s. 10:30 a.m. Children’s
program, ages 24-36 months with an
adult. Sign-up required. Call 703-
746-1702x5 or visit children’s desk.
Charles E. Beatley, Jr. Central
Library. 5005 Duke Street.

Baby Rhyme Time. 11:30 a.m.
Children’s program, ages 0-11months
with an adult. Sign-up required. Call
703-746-1702x5 or visit children’s
desk. Charles E. Beatley, Jr. Central
Library. 5005 Duke Street.

English as a second language
classes. 3–5 p.m. Free. Drop-in
Intermediate ESL Workshop. Charles
E. Beatley, Jr. Central Library. 5005
Duke Street. Call 703-746-1702 for

more information.
Basic Computer Class. 4 p.m. The

class will cover computer hardware/
software, mouse, keyboard, working
with windows, and an overview of
searching for basic information on
the internet. Call the Burke
Information Desk to register at 703-
746-1704 x3. Ellen Coolidge Burke
Branch Library. 4701 Seminary Road.

Hands on History Tent. 10 a.m. to 1
p.m. Come build your own model
sailboat and race it against others.
Other activities include designing a
flag, writing with a quill pen and
trying on colonial clothes.  The event
is free, sailboat craft $5, and

designed for children ages 3-12. At
Carlyle House Historic Park, 121 N.
Fairfax St., Old Town Alexandria.
Call 703-549-2997 or e-mail
carlyle@nvrpa.org.

 WEDNESDAY/ JUNE 27
 Lunch Bunch Concert: The Russkie

Musikanti. noon - 1 p.m. Musical
performance by The Russkie
Musikanti, an ensemble of the
Washington Balalaika Society,
featuring Russian folk music, series
held in partnership with Tishman
Speyer. Canal Center Plaza, 44 Canal
Center Plaza. Call 703-746-5418.

makeup design.
Ric Andersen returns to LTA in his sixth produc-

tion, rounding out the cast in various roles that in-
clude manager of a Memphis car dealership and ul-
timately Elvis impersonator.

Pick a favorite scene if you must, and pressed to
do so, the hilarious yet ultimately touching encoun-
ter between a late-night grocery shopper (Holt) and
a dark-dressed Elvis out for bananas and peanut
butter leaves the audience rolling in the aisles.

From Tupelo, Mississippi to the final chapter —
the present day Graceland gift shop replete with

bobble heads, posters and knick-knacks celebrating
the King’s reign and its descent into chintz — the
stellar cast underlines the adoration Elvis still inspires
35 years after his untimely death at the age of 42.

Are you lonesome tonight? Put on your blue suede
shoes and head over to The Little Theatre of Alexan-
dria for “All the King’s Women,” a bring-the-family
comedy that is a tender and witty tribute to one of
the most celebrated figures of the 20th century.

“All The King’s Women” is playing now through June
30 at The Little Theatre of Alexandria, 600 Wolfe St.,
Alexandria. For tickets or more information, call 703-
683-0496 or visit www.thelittletheatre.com.

Jennifer Finch, Robin Parker, and Sarah Holt in “All the King’s Women” at The Little
Theatre of Alexandria.

Entertainment
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‘All the King’s Women’ at LTA

From Page 22

Calendar

From Page 21
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Sports
Mount Vernon Gazette Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-224-3015 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com

Mount Vernon Hosts Inaugural Mini-Majors Football Camp
“Even though this is a
transient area with Fort
Belvoir, my hope is for
the kids that are here
for the long term, that
they’re going to
eventually play for me,
so I have a vested
interest in watching how
they progress and
taking opportunities to
get to know them, so it’s
well worth the time.”

— Mount Vernon football coach
Barry Wells

Joseph Word lines up for a drill during the inaugural Mini-Majors Foot-
ball Camp on June 7 at Mount Vernon High School.

Mount
Vernon

head foot-
ball coach

Barry Wells
talks with
Tyrell Lee,

left, and
Graham

Bartolomei.
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By Jon Roetman

The Gazette

I
n 2010, first-year head coach Barry
Wells helped transform a winless
Mount Vernon football team into a
playoff participant. Two years later,

Wells is continuing to build the program by
developing relationships and continuity
with local youth well before they don the
maroon and gray.

On June 5-7, Mount Vernon High School
hosted the inaugural Mini-Majors Football
Camp. About 25 athletes in elementary and
middle school participated in the event,
which was run by Majors coaches and play-
ers. Wells, a native of Harrisburg, Pa., is
hoping to make future Majors familiar with
the Mount Vernon program. While coach-
ing in a transient area provides certain chal-
lenges and benefits, Wells wants to bond
with the athletes who will be in the area
long term.

“I’m from Pennsylvania, and in Pennsyl-
vania, it’s all about the feeder system,” Wells
said. “When you go to some of those high
schools, those kids have been running the
same football system from the time they
played little league right on up through high
school. Even though this is a transient area
with Fort Belvoir, my hope is for the kids
that are here for the long term, that they’re
going to eventually play for me, so I have a
vested interest in watching how they
progress and taking opportunities to get to
know them, so it’s well worth the time.”

Along with building relationships through
the camp, Wells said he can gauge the tal-
ent that will potentially be passing through
the program. What did he see during this
three-day event?

“The future is bright,” he said. “The only
thing I really need is for the football gods

to smile on us and bring some Texas line-
men to Fort Belvoir, because if they do that,
we’re going to be something to deal with.”

Among Wells’ camp assistants was 2011
graduate and former defensive end/line-
backer/tight end Julien Randolph, who af-

ter one year at Glenville State will join the
football program at West Virginia University.

“It’s fun,” Randolph said of helping at the
camp. “I always wanted to be a coach. It’s a
good experience to start off with.”

What did the youths think of the camp?
“It was fun,” 12-year-old Graham

Bartolomei said. “We worked a lot on drills.”
“I had a lot of fun,” 11-year-old Tyrell Lee

said. “I love football.”
Wells said he’s hoping attendance

doubles, at least, next year.
“The kids were very attentive, very en-

thusiastic, well behaved and from what I’m
gathering from the parents,” he said, “they
all enjoyed themselves.”

Sports Briefs

From left: Shelby Fultz (mother), Aaron
Helmick (director of student activities), Bryant
Fultz, David Houston (head varsity coach),
Tyrone Strother (assistant varsity coach)

West Potomac’s Fultz
Signs with Highland CC

West Potomac senior Bryant Fultz has signed a national

Nine-year-old Cole Peverall threw a perfect game
for the Woodlawn Little League AAA Red Sox on
June 9.

letter of intent to play basketball at Highland Commu-
nity College, a member of the NJCAA, in Highland, Kan.

Fultz, a 6-foot-5 forward, was a two-year varsity
player for the Wolverines. He was voted captain by
his teammates for his senior season and started every
game. He averaged 15 points, eight rebounds and two
blocks per contest en route to team MVP, first-team
All-Patriot District and honorable mention All-North-
ern Region accolades.

Fultz was named MVP of the George Long Holiday
Tournament at Wakefield in 2011, leading the Wolver-
ines to their second consecutive tournament title. He
also earned game MVP honors at the Northern Region
senior all-star game, which his team won in overtime.

Little Leaguer
Throws Perfect Game

Cole Peverall, a 9-year-old pitcher for the Woodlawn
Little League AAA Red Sox, threw a perfect game against
the Phillies on June 9. The Red Sox defeated the Phillies,
13-0, in five innings.

Cole is coached by his father, David Peverall. His
mother is Cynthia Peverall.
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2012 FHYAA 18U Champions, the MVYAA Mount Vernon Raiders, with their champion-
ship trophies: Front row, from left, Eryn Smith, Dominique Gil, Clara Boggs, Raven
Williams, Susannah Anderson, back row , from left, Harley Divine, Nisha Lathrop,
Allyson Clubb, Erin Rockwell, Hannah Talbert, Sydney Haas, Katie Hutchinson and
Diondra Jones.

Champions in U18 and U12 Softball

T
his past weekend, the Fort Hunt Youth
Athletic Association Girls Softball pro-
gram wrapped up its 2012 Spring season
with championship games for both the

U12 and U18 age divisions.
On Saturday, June 9, at Carl Sandburg Middle

School, the Mount Vernon Raiders beat the Fort Hunt
Flash 19-5 and were crowned champions of the U18
division.  Due to inclement weather earlier in the

week, the Raiders played two games on Saturday
first defeating the Fort Hunt Dynamite 9-3 in the
semifinal game before beating the Flash in the after-
noon championship game.

The Mount Vernon Raiders swept their two Round
Robin Playoff games and then won the Champion-
ship Game decisively. All the games were played at
the Carl Sandburg Middle School Softball Field. In

See Champions,  Page 27
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed-

Angies List 2011-Super Service Award!
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

j.bruce@homeproscontracting.com • 703.926.5760

Basements • Additions • Decks
Full Renovations • Master Electrician Service

Basement Waterproofing • Flooring

10% OFF SPRING SPECIAL
Reliable one stop.

Handyman services available
check our A+ rating on angieslist

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

MOWING TRIMMING EDGING,
HEDGE TRIMMING, MULCHING,
SODDING, GUTTER CLEANING

LAWN MOWING

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins   703-802-0483   free est.

email:jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com

Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!
web: lawnsandgutters.com

Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

MASONRY MASONRY

New Installations & Repairs
Stone - Flagstone - Brick - Concrete

FREE ESTIMATES!!
Lic. & Ins

potomac-masonry.com

Potomac Masonry
703-498-8526

Falcon Roofing
Roofing & Siding (All Types)

703-975-2375
falconroofinginc.com

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters • Chimney Crowns

Leaks Repaired
No job too small

ROOFING ROOFING

Charles Jenkins
TREE SERVICE

Mulching & Edging
10% off with Seniors w/ad

ALSO MULCH DELIVERY       Lic. & Ins! 
540-829-9917 or 540-422-9721

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

HAULING

ANGEL’S
TRASH REMOVAL

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

•Junk & Rubbish •Furn.,
Yard, Construction

 Debris • Garage &
            Basement Clean Up

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

RICK’S
HAULING POWERWASHING PAINTING
Yard Debris Decks Interior-Exterior
Furniture Sidewalks Deck Staining

Appliances Houses Gutter Cleaning
Concrete etc Mobile Homes etc Gutter Guards

FREE ESTIMATES
703-360-5252

RicksHauling1@ aol.com

LANDSCAPING

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,

Asphalt • Retaining Walls
Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

•Trimming •Leaf & Snow
     •Removal •Yard Clearing
          •Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

PAVING

Joseph Sealcoating

Free
Estimates!

703-494-5443

35 Years
Experience!

PAVING
Specialist

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

CLASSIFIED • CHOOSE 1 TO 6 ZONES
E-mail classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT • CHOOSE 1 TO 6 ZONES
E-mail classified@connectionnewspapers.com

      or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EmploymentEmployment

COMPANION
Alexandria family seeks 

companion for young female 
adult. Must have car. 
Call 202-639-6537.

Education

Clinical Director

Community Systems, Inc.
Springfield 

Community Systems Inc. Virginia, a not for 
profit company helping persons with 

Intellectual Disabilities in their homes and 
communities, is looking for a Clinical 

Director with a Master Degree in 
Psychology or related field.  One or more 
years experience with behavior support 
planning is necessary. Knowledge of 

psychotropic medications, VA State Human 
Rights regulations, Medicaid Waiver 

regulations and State Licensing regulations.
Person must have the ability to work with 

individuals, staff, families and other service 
agencies.  They must be willing to have a 

flexible work schedule and be available for 
emergencies.

For more information email:  
susan.greene@csi-va.org  or call 703-913-

3150. Our website can be accessed at 
www.csi-va.org   our office is located at 
8136 Old Keene Mill Road, Suite B-300, 

Springfield, VA  22152.

Deadline to send Resumes: June 20, 2012

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Educational Internships
Unusual opportunity to learn many
aspects of the newspaper business.
Internships available in reporting,
photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career.
Unpaid. E-mail internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

I'am a 
slow walker, 
but I never 
walk back.

-Abraham Lincoln
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

Ocean City, MD
5 Bedrooms/5.5 Baths
Luxury Bayfront house-
with boat dock and com-
munity pool, close to the
beach. Summer weeks
starting at $5000/wk.
www.vrbo.com/411609
Call Cairn 703-282-787

15 Getaways 15 Getaways

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

6 RE Wanted

Host Families
Needed

Hosts needed for a group of 
teens visiting from Spain 
from June 29 – July 27.  

They will attend a language 
school in Washington DC.  
Students will use public 

transportation.  Hosts are 
compensated.  For more 

information call: 
301-649-2389

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

110 Elderly Care

Caregivers/Companion
For Elderly seeks 

employment
Mature. Many years of 

Exp.  Super Refs. 
Live in. Call 

703-401-4994 
Any time

For a free digital sub-
scription to one or all
of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnews
papers.com/subscribe

Complete digital rep-
lica of the print edition,
including photos and
ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Herndon

Reston

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean
1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

Dulles
Airport

Great Papers • Great Readers
Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?

Try a better
     way to fill
         your
      employment
         openings

703-917-6464
classified@connection

newspapers.com

• Target your best job
candidates where
they live.

• Reach readers in
addition to those
who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.

• Proven results.

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

CLASSIFIED • CHOOSE 1 TO 6 ZONES
E-mail classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT • CHOOSE 1 TO 6 ZONES
E-mail classified@connectionnewspapers.com

      or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

Sports

The Valkyries team includes Head Coach Daryl Davidson, and Assistant
Coaches John Daly, Miriam Miller and Roberto Arroyo.  Players are
Claire Davidson, Maggie Daly, Jennavieve Miller, Naomi Masterson, Katie
Martineau, Vanessa Arroyo, Clara Selbrede, Erika Conner, Anna Selbrede,
Flannery Leary, Margaret Kettell, Allison Thompson and Alitia Whalen.
Not pictured (U12 runner-up Majors) are Head Coach Craig Stowers and
Assistant Coaches Tim Parker, John Castillo and Maria Castillo.  Players
are Samantha Mather, Becca Catina, Chloe Parker, Catie Springer, Rachel
Homer, Sophia Castillo, Allie Bland, Valeria Sanabia, Tiffany Stowers,
Houstyn Fitzwater and Ashtyn Hurst.

MVYAA Mount Vernon Raider Coach Mitch Rockwell presents the FHYAA
18U Team Championship trophy to Raider player Katie Hutchinson. From
left are: Susannah Anderson, Katie Hutchinson, Coach Mitch Rockwell
and FHYAA Softball 18U Manager Cindy Jackson.

the first game of their Round Robin Cham-
pionship play (June 5), the MV Raiders de-
feated the Fort Hunt Flash 6-4. In their sec-
ond game (June 9 at 9:30 a.m.) they beat
the Fort Hunt Dynamite by a score of 9-3.

The Championship Game was played at
noon on June 9 at Sandburg Field. The
Mount Vernon Raiders defeated the Fort
Hunt Flash by a score of 19-5 to win the
Championship.

Mount Vernon Raider pitchers dominated
their opponents in the Round Robin and
Championship games, as they did all during
the regular season. The Raiders no. 1 pitcher
is Erin Rockwell, a 12-year-old 7th grader at
Carl Sandburg Middle School. Erin has a 53
mph fastball (high school speed) and a nice
change up. Erin was the “workhorse” for the
Raider pitching staff this season. Raven Wil-
liams, an 8th grader at Sandburg Middle
School was the no. 2 pitcher for the Raiders.

The Raiders also have a fine no. 3 pitcher in
Susannah Anderson, a 6th grader at Wash-
ington Mill Elementary Schools. Both Erin
and Susannah are talented youngsters “play-
ing up” in the 18U league.

On Sunday, June 10, at Carl Sandburg
Middle School, the Fort Hunt Valkyries com-
pleted an undefeated season in the U12 di-
vision by beating their rivals, the Mount
Vernon Majors by a score of 17-12 in the
championship game.  The Valkyries finished
their championship season in front of
packed stands with supporters from both
teams with a nearly perfect record of 11-0-
1. The tie occurred earlier in the season
against the Majors.

Fort Hunt Softball is a fast pitch softball
program for girls ages 6 through 18. This
program is organized under the umbrella
of the Fort Hunt Youth Athletic Association
which has been serving the Fort Hunt com-
munity since 1959.

From Page 25

Champions in U18 and U12 Softball
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